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Summary:

I recently returned to the Federal Aviation Administration as Senior Advisor for Strategic Planning and Chair of the Joint Planning Officer after retiring as Vice President at Northwest Airlines. For the last 37 years, I have been an active participant, as a pilot, air traffic specialist, promoter, regulator, supervisor, and executive in various aviation activities, both public and private. I have acquired a unique perspective of all aspects of the National and International Airspace System. My international experience includes extensive interface with various foreign government and industry officials in Asia, Canada, Europe and Russia. For more than 20 years, I have been a speaker and moderator at various aviation safety and air traffic conferences. I have worked with the full spectrum of aviation interest groups and testified many times before the Congress of the United States.

Work History:

Federal Aviation Administration

December 2003 to Present-Sr. Advisor for Strategic Planning

Chair, Joint Planning Office

Led senior executives from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), Department of Homeland Security / Transportation Security Agency (DHS/TSA), Department of Commerce (DOC), and Department of Defense (DOD) on the development of a unified governmental planning 

effort to support our country’s aviation requirements in the 21st century. Recruited and focused a working group of senior level representatives from FAA, NASA, DOC, DOD, and DHS/TSA (partner agencies) to draft a Unified National Air Transportation Plan to 2025 and beyond. The purpose of the Unified Plan is to inform Congress, industry and the public about our program for the future; and to align government and industry action to ensure the United States remains at the forefront of aviation for our economic growth, national security, and to meet the demands that will enhance our future standard of living.  

Northwest Airlines

1997 to Jan 2001 - Vice President-Regulatory Compliance and Chief Safety Officer

Served as the focal point for contact with the FAA, DOT, NTSB, foreign regulatory authorities, and various industry groups concerning compliance with operational safety rules and practices. As chair of the Northwest Safety Committee, I had the responsibility to manage internal safety programs and report to other senior executives and to the Board of Directors.

1993 to 1997 - Vice President-Aircraft Operations and Chief Safety Officer

Managed both Flight Operations and Northwest System Operations Control. Responsible for the gate-to-gate operation of 400+ aircraft, crews, dispatch, meteorology and planning. Developed safety and management information systems that assisted Northwest in dramatically improving the safety and on-time performances. During this time, I developed both a strong operational relationship and understanding of the FAA Air Traffic Services, both domestic and international.

1992 to 1993 - Vice President-Flight Operations

Responsible for flight crew training and operational issues for all Northwest flying. Began a total reorganization of flight operations and complete rewrite of all manuals, training materials, and curricula. I also became qualified on several Northwest aircraft and flew as an operational pilot.

1991 to 1992 - Vice-President-Flight Procedures, Training & Standards

I was hired by Northwest to improve and standardize Northwest pilot training and operations. Northwest had suffered two fatal accidents prior to my arrival. The FAA and NTSB were both critical of Northwest’s flying operations. My job was to fix the problem. We began a complete re-work of all handbooks, directives and training programs. Working closely with our unions, FAA, and the academic community we totally changed our operational culture and programs. Since1990, Northwest has had no fatal accidents and the incident ratio is among the lowest in the industry. Internally measured “ incidents “ have declined by almost 50%. I was responsible for merging two different operating cultures after the merger of Northwest and Republic Airlines. I introduced various human factors programs including CRM for pilots, mechanics, flight attendants, and dispatchers.

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

1988-1991 Deputy Associate Administrator, Regulation & Certification - FAA Headquarters SES

1985-1988      Director, Flight Standards - FAA Headquarters SES

1983-1985      Deputy Director, Flight Operations - FAA Headquarters SES

1981-1983      Deputy Director, Office of Aviation Safety - FAA Headquarters

1979-1980      Director of Aircraft Programs - FAA Headquarters

1978-1979      Manager NAFEC Flight Inspection Office - Atlantic City, New Jersey

1970-1978      Air Traffic Controller - Minneapolis ARTCC


Flight Inspection Pilot and Technician - Minneapolis FIFO


Staff Specialist - Flight Standards - FAA Headquarters

Prior to FAA

1969-1970      Northwest Airlines Pilot Trainee

1965-1969      U.S. Military Pilot

1960-1964      Washington & Jefferson College (B.A., 1964)

Boards and Committees:

Previously served on the following Boards of Directors:

· Blue Ribbon Panel on The Selection and Training of Pilots and Mechanics

· Council of Aviation Accreditation, University Aviation Association

· Northwest Aerospace Training Corporation Board Member

· Mesaba Airlines Board Member

· Express Airlines Board Member

· ARINC Board Member

· National Aeronautics Association

· International Association of Aviation Maintenance Professionals

· MITRE Aviation Advisory Board – Current

· Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, President’s Advisory Board – Current

· Washington & Jefferson College Trustee – Current

· Georgetown University Parents Council, School of Nursing and Health Sciences –Current

· Past Chair-Air Transport Association Safety Committee

· Free Flight Task Force - Charter Member

· Flight Safety Foundation

· Member FAA and NASA R&D Advisory Committees

· Executive Council NASA Aviation Safety Program

· Member of various RTCA Working Groups

· DOD-Military Airlift Committee

Other:

· Numerous Awards including Aviation Week’s 2000 L. Welch Pogue Award for Safety and Operations

· Pilot with over 10,000 hours, both fixed and rotary wing

            Flew both the DC-9 an 757 for therapy while a VP at Northwest Airlines.
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