THOMAS E. ZOELLER


Thomas E. Zoeller, a New Jersey native, is a 1984 graduate of the The Catholic University of America, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude, in politics.  Upon completion of his college career, he went on to Seton Hall University and earned his J.D. in 1987.  He is admitted to practice law in the State of New Jersey.

Zoeller currently serves as the Vice President of Regulatory Affairs at the American Association of Airport Executives (“AAAE”).  AAAE is the largest professional organization for airport executives in the world, representing over 5,000 men and women in airport management at public use airports nationwide.  He is responsible for the association’s advocacy before the Department of Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration, as well as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and other Federal agencies that affect U.S. airports operations.  He manages a staff of 4 individuals who regularly monitor the regulatory and policy activities of these agencies.  
Prior to joining AAAE, he served as Chief of Staff of the Federal Aviation Administration for Administrator Jane F. Garvey.  The FAA is a 365 day, 24 hour-a-day operating agency, responsible for the safe, secure, and efficient management of the U.S. airspace system.  The agency employs over 49,000 people and has an annual appropriated budget of approximately $13 billion.  He served as a principal advisor for the Administrator on the day to day operations of the FAA, including interaction with the Office of the Secretary of Transportation, and coordinated the agency’s relationship with Capitol Hill.  Prior to becoming Chief of Staff, he served as a deputy assistant chief counsel for legislation.  He was one of two principal legislative advisors for the Administrator and other senior FAA officials, coordinating the agency’s legislative agenda.   He was a key advisor to the Administrator during the consideration and passage of the Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment Act for the 21st Century (“AIR-21”).  

Zoeller joined the FAA after serving for a number of years on Capitol Hill as a legislative counsel and advisor to former Senator Wendell H. Ford (D-KY).  In 1991, Senator Ford named him counsel to the Committee on Rules and Administration of the United States Senate.  He was the principal legal and policy advisor for election law, working on voter registration and campaign finance reform legislation.  Assisting then Chairman Wendell H. Ford (D-KY), he drafted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.  As a legislative advisor to Senator Ford, he served as the Senator’s staff liaison to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.  He was a principal advisor to the Senator on telecommunications and aviation policy.  He played a critical role in the drafting of the historic re-write of national telecommunications policy in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  In addition, he drafted the Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Act of 1996, which established a fixed-five year term for the FAA Administrator and established the National Civil Aviation Review Commission. 
Zoeller currently resides in Alexandria, VA with his wife, Patty Reilly, and their two sons, Patrick and Thomas.  

